


"To approach a city, or even a city neigh- 
bourhood, as if it were a larger architec 
tural problem, capable of being given order 
by converting it into a disciplined work 
of art, 1s to make the mistake of substi- 
tuting art for life. 

The results of such profound confusion... 
are neither life nor art. They are taxi- 
dermy. In its place, taxidermy can be a 
useful and decent craft. However, it goes 
too far when the specimens put on display 
are exhibitions of dead, stuffed cities." 


'The Death & Life of Great American Cities. 
The Failure of Town Planning’ Jane Jacobs. 
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Kite Community Action jg a 
largely of Cambridge peoples? 
wish the Kite to be gradual} 
vitalised, primarily ag a din bie 
shopping and residentia] ares 
rather than comprehensively te 
oped as a regional Shopping ae 
KCA has representation from th tte, 
Fitzroy Burleigh Smal] Traders! 
Association, from residents busi 
ness and professional people wet 
from all three political Parties 


have to produce acceptable finan— 
cial terms in April 1976, which will 


not bankrupt the City. 


»9x pert has become run down due 
he planning blight. It has 
bought property, bricked it up, and 
allowed it to decay. It has let 
commercial property on leases too 
short to make repair worthwhile. 





In short it has generally behaved 
like a Rachmann landlord. The 
Council has caused half the Kite to 
become a general parking zone, its 
car parks reminiscent of bomb sites. 
However, its present leader has 
promised the return of the park, and 
it may even decide to make a speedy 
start with gradual renewal. 


THE REPORT 


Kite Community Action has Produced 
this report now, for the following 


Jesus College is a major property reasons: 


owner in the Kite. Its property is to 
be used to derive income to main- 
tain itself in the style appropriate 
to a major Cambridge College. It 
has recently appointed an exper- 
_ienced Surveyor, of long standing in 
_ Cambridge, to act as its Estates 
Bursar. On its own, Jesus may not 


1. We believe the scale and means 
of our proposals (as summarised 
in Chapter 2 - Development Prin- 
ciples) to be appropriate both for 
the Kite and for Cambridge. All 
over Britain,Council and public 
opinion is reacting against vast 
comprehensive schemes. 






The Cambridge Co-operative Society 


- find it easy to raise capital to 
develop its property without either 


_ making a deal with a developer or 
selling some part and using the 


money so raised to develop the rest. 
We believe that Jesus may well sell 


much of its holding in the Kite, 
because it has a social conscience 


about the unpopularity of its 
involvement. 


Samuel Properties are the devel- 


opers interested in the comprehen- 


Sive redevelopment. They have 
outline planning permission. They 


is another major property owner in 
the Kite. The Co-op is a non-profit 
making organisation, of noble 
principles, run by the people for 
the people. It has not been a party 
to the tripartite commercial deal 
between Samuel Properties, Jesus 
College and the City, but it has 
supported, for business reasons, 
the comprehensive scheme. It must 
believe it can compete with John 
Lewis, Boots, Waitrose and other 
national multiples. It would in our 
opinion need a major shake-up to be 
successful. 


2. The financial arrangements to 
be discussed by the City Council 
and Jesus College with Samuel 
Properties in April 1976 are likely 
to be unacceptable. Spiralling ; 
building costs and interest rates 
make the comprehensive approach 
ever less likely without a large 


rate burden. 


3. We feel that an pa P 
must be made on the remewa® © 
Kite which has been blighted <7 


Celetice 
LL Mae 
eintan! 

+ | 


ity 


rs 
ug! 


-= 
ts 
iJ 
YY 
of 
Vd] 
ine 
* Bi 
com 
ia 
al 
ag) 
= 
a 
= 
« 
~~ 
¥ 
a 
se 
- 
df 
” 
ee 
Lad 
© 
=> 
. 


at 
ay 
Oyltngiadt 


me 


. ih HHA AAA 
PHIFE CEL Re 

ealstalatadsdetatalstsl 
TH 


Fitzroy 


ai 
TTT HLL jee 
~ bah. nT? LL 
ie yasses se 





Hi 


iff 


fa pereya} 
eta! 
tt 


too long. It is vital that the 
decision to start the gradual re- 
newal be made now, and that the 
developers are not allowed exten- 
sions of time in which they can 
keep all their options open, until 
they finally decide whether or not 
Cambridge can be milked of suffi- 
cient profits. 


4. The comprehensive approach is 
inflexible. But gradual renewal 
can be tailored to suit changing 
needs. 


5. We need to avoid a vast market 
ing complex sitting astride our 
streets and turning its backside 
on the Kite homes. 


6. We need control over our en- 
vironment and the scale of re- 
building. 


7. We need the services offered 
by the local traders. 


8. We need a broad mix of shops, 
houses, restaurants and business 
appropriate to Cambridge. 


9, We do not need a slice of 
Birmingham or London. 


10. We need to maintain the 
existing community. Gradual re- 
newal allows the community to 
flourish. Comprehensive redevelop- 
ment kills it stone dead for others 
financial gain. 


t 


11. We cannot tolerate the car and 
service vehicle congestion and pol- 
lution which a large comprehensive 
scheme would entail. 


12. We do not believe the-state- 
ment in the Minister's report that 
the comprehensive scheme would be 
complete in 5 years. In our opinion 
the Kite would be in noise, filth 
and turmoil for at least 8 to 10 
years. 


What we oppose is this gargantuan 
building which would slam itself 
across the existing street pattern, 
erasing the human and recognisable 
elements that a small city such as 
Cambridge offers. Neither the Kite 
nor Cambridge is large enough to 
stand an updated repeat of Notting- 
ham's Broadmarsh or Birmingham's 


Bull Ring. 


Some of our buildings are fairly 
grand, such as Laurie and McConnal 
and the 1868 Co-operative. The 
majority are modest, small busi- 
nesses, often based on a residential 
unit, of the sort in which Heffers 
and the Co-op itself started. 


We require for our community slow, 

considerate change in which scale — 

and enclosures are preserved, and 
in which variety of use and style — 
are valued as a sign 0 
This can be achieved by u 
guidelines. (See Chapter a 
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Role of the Kite in the City 
and the Region 


THE KITE AS A NEIGHBOURHOOD 


The Kite is a self-contained 
neighbourhood within Cambridge. A 
man can be born, live, go to school 
and to church, work, shop, relax in 
pubs, cafes, restaurants, even his 
funeral can be arranged locally! 


Physically, the Kite is an area of 
closely-packed terraced housing 
enclosing 2 main shopping streets, 
a few extensive public buildings, 
an attractive 1830s square (with 
its green at present sadly covered 
with concrete and maintained by 
the City Council as a car park), 
an industrial zone and a legacy of Bedford 
blighted land. Inevitably the 
blight has brought unmended roads, 
bricked-up houses and vacant lots 


attracting rubbish and abandoned 
vehicles. Biggleswade 






socially, the Kite is a thriving 
-ocal community of old and young, 
stablished and newly-arrived < 
‘esidents who appreciate living Baldock 
djacent to the city centre. 





This chapter argues that although 
the Kite serves a wide area of 
population in the city and sur- 
rounding region, its heart shoul 
not be destroyed or exploited in 
the interests of the region ag a 
whole. 


=e 
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We believe that the Kite should 
continue to be a mixed and lively 
neighbourhood in the inner city, 
and that problems of parking and 
dereliction must be overcome. 
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THE KITE AS PART OF CAMBRIDGE 


The Kite is integral to the city 
of Cambridge. Its businesses offer 
employment, its school draws in 
pupils, its fire and police sta- 
tions provide protection. Students 
at the nearby technical college 
find accommodation here. We think 
that the Kite could provide for 
more of the City's housing needs 
if only some of the vacant plots 
were used for the accommodation 

of special groups, for example for 
single people. 


Most importantly, its shopping 
centre provides a range of services 
which complements the city centre 
itself. The furniture shops, DIY 
Rs shops, department stores, hardware 
a shops and restaurants draw custom 
4 from all over the city. We accept 
ee this and agree that the shopping 
-+~=centre should continue to cater for 
the needs of Cambridge residents in 
this way. But it is important to 
emphasise that Fitzroy and Burleigh 
Streets are only one of Cambridge's 
shopping areas. The city centre 
is the largest, Mill Road has two 
district shopping centres; one 
serving Romsey, the other St. 
Matthews, and there are various 
local parades of shops. Recently, 








with the growth of suburban dis- 
count stores, the Coldham's Lane 
area has developed several drive-in 
shops — the Beehive and Sainsburys 
for food, and the Coral Park estate 
for hardware. More furniture and 
hardware shops are expected in that 
area in the near future. 
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THE KITE IN THE CITY AND THE 
REGION 


Shopping and Services. People 


come from far and near to shop in 
the Kite; from Cambridge itself, 
from the surrounding villages and 
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even from the market towns of 
Huntingdon, St. Ives, Ely, New- 
market, Royston and St. Neots. We 
accept and welcome the fact that 
people come from such a wide area 
both for their special shopping 
needs and for good value. We do 
not believe that the massive pro- 
posed shopping centre will improve 
the region's shopping opportunities. 
There are two main reasons. Firstly, 
the specialist shops, services and 
restaurants in the Kite will dis- 
appear and be replaced by national 
multiples already found in Cam- 
bridge or in the surrounding towns. 
Secondly, the market towns in the 
region, though smaller, have 
important shopping centres from 
which the Kite redevelopment scheme 
would greatly detract. The Regional 
Study for East Anglia, published 
last year, supports our view that 
market towns such as Ely need to be 
strengthened if local services are 
not to decline. It seems to us 
that the planners responsible for 
the Kite scheme expect people in 
future to travel longer and longer 
distances to shop in bigger and 
bigger shopping centres. We do 

not support this view. Our plan- 
ners must consider both energy con- 
servation and the provision of 
shops for those 40% of people 
without the use of a car. They 
must further consider that only 

22% of the population at one given 
time has access to a car. 











Qur first example is food shopping. 
The villages and towns around 
Cambridge have their own super- 
markets, grocers and small shops. 
For those with their own cars there 
are edge-of-town, drive-in super- 
markets at Sainsburys and the ex- 
panding Beehive centre in Coldham's 
‘Lane. A further superstore is 
planned by Tesco at Bar Hill, a 
modern village outside Cambridge. 
These sites are better suited to 
the car than is the city centre. 


Our second example is clothes shops. 
The market towns in the region are 
well served with good clothes shops, 
whilst any new development inevi- 
tably fills with the same fashion 
and shoe shops. The Kite also has 
its small clothes shops, 11 out of 
the 82 shops at the time of our 
survey. Also Cambridge's city 
centre has a variety of clothes 
shops and department stores in 
Petty Cury, Sidney Street and St. 
Andrews Street. 


Our third example is one which has 


been much talked about, namely the 
specialist shop which serves the 
region. 


What part should the Kite play? 

We believe that people should be 
encouraged to support their local 
market towns where traffic can be 
more easily accommodated. Many of 
these towns, Huntingdon, St. Neots, 
Newmarket and Royston have plans 
for improving their own shopping 


a 


facilities and we would not want 
the Kite redevelopment to jeopar™ 
dise their plans. 


While some growth in shopping must 
be expected after the present 
economic depression, this will cer- 
tainly be less than the planners at 
the Guildhall are claiming. We 
think this need can be met by im- 
provement and relatively little 
expansion of existing shopping 
centres, in towns and villages 
throughout the region where a 

large growth in population is ex- 


pected. 


What can you buy in the Kite and 


nowhere else? 

At the moment the Kite has various 
specialist shops and restaurants 
which people come a long way to 
visit. Yet if the redevelopment 
took place, most of these firms 
would have to move out of the area 
and would be replaced by the face- 
less multiples. 


The other sort of shop for which a 
need exists is the large discount 
store selling electrical goods or 
furniture. Increasingly these 
businesses are moving out of the 
centres to suburban sites such as 
the Coral Park estate on Coldham's 
Lane. 


Our conclusion is that neither the 
Kite nor the region needs a massive 
new shopping centre, but that the 
solution should be a modest improve- 
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ment to the Kite and a strengthenj 
of the market towns around Cambridg, 
Already the trend has begun with the 
Tesco super store at Bar Hill out- 


side Cambridge. 


Parking. The other aspect of the 
Kite which concerns us here is that 
it has become a regional parking 
zone for the centre of Cambridge. 
Parking is dealt with later in the 
report, but we should note here 
that because of lax parking con- 
trols, a conflict has emerged be- 
tween local residents' parking 
needs, shoppers’ parking problems 
and the demands of the commuter 
who drives into the city to work 
and leaves his car all day on our 
streets or in a free car park like 
Gold Street. 





Any solution to the Kite's parking 
problem must be a solution to the 
whole question of transport in 
Cambridge. We do not believe that 
building roads and multi-storey car 
parks would solve this problem. It 
would involve further destruction 
of the city we love. 


Development Principles 
a ar a eens OES Seen 


@ The blight must be lifted immediately. 


@ Redevelopment is to be by gradual renewal. 


@ District shopping and local traders are to remain an essential 
part of the scene. They are not to be displaced by national 


stores. 


@ Houses are not to be destroyed; gradual renewal must make good 
housing losses already sustained. 


@ New Square is to be properly landscaped and returned to public 
open space. 


@ The local amenities, essential to the Kite must be retained and 
encouraged: churches, pubs, meeting rooms, art centre, drama 
centres, community college, dancing facilities, dental, medical 


and other professional practices. 
@ Through traffic is to be eliminated. 


& Car parking is to be rationalised; commuter parking is to 
be eliminated. 


@ Rear servicing where practical is to be arranged. 


@ Fitzroy and Burleigh Streets are to be paved over, with motor 
vehicles having access only. 


@ There must be a local plan policy, including a limit to commercial 
growth of 102. 


@ Scale and character are not to be exchanged for unsympathetic building. 





Survey of the Existing Main 
Commercial Properties 





As a basis for gradual renewal we 
undertook a brief, external survey 
in November 1975 of the condition 
of the buildings on these streets. 


On the following pages we report 
our findings, by taking each sec- 
tion of the street in turn, start- 
ing at New Square. 


















Recent improvements to Waffles and 
_ Potters Products, buildings which 
once looked close to the end of 
their life-span, show what a good 
atmosphere can be made using our 
91d Kite buildings. 


2 external survey is not adequate 
to detect fundamental improvements 
the inside of the buildings. 

or example, Townsends of Burleigh 
treet have reconstructed the back 
ind upper storey of their premises. 
hey await the lifting of the blight 
complete the renewal of the shop. 


_ be rescued with imagination, care 
and finance. 
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Our overall conclusion was that 
most of the street scene could and 
should be conserved or gradually 
renewed, but that a priority for 
action was the part of Fitzroy 
Street around the "Old English 
Gentleman" which is mainly owned 
and already cleared by the City 
Council. 
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KEY TO THE FOLLOWING SURVEY 
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Grade 2 
Grade 3 ssa e ese 
Building of outstanding Yy } yy 


Character 





Our overall conclusion was that 


most of the street scene could and 


should be conserved or gradually 
renewed, but that a priority for 
action was the part of Fitzroy 
Street around the "Old English 
Gentleman" which is mainly owned 


and already cleared by the Gey 
Council. 
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2 & 4 storey 


Victorian de- 


_ partment store 


with bridge to 
rear storage 


a building. 


_ Finest commer- 


cial building 
in the Kite & 
probably the 
best in 
Cambridge. 


Bandstand on 
roof. 


Should be lis- 
ted by D.O.E. 


Could be made 
into a real ; 
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Grade 2 


Handsome 
3-storey 
Victorian 
building. 
Marcade 
stall- 
holders 
have ta- 
ken over 
the lease. 


ay es <a, 


Dixon 
McLennan 
Boots 
js babii t 4 


Grade 2/3 


2-storey 
Victorian 
shops 
with 
accommo- 
dation 
above. 
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Nat iWest. 
Tesco 


Grade 1 
Structure 


Modern 
2-storey 
block 
with rear 
storage. 


Grade 3 
2/3 storey 
Victorian 
shops with 
accommo- 


dation 
above. | 


No rear 
access. 
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Laurie McConnal 


Grade 1 


2 & 4 storey 
Victorian de- 
partment store 
with bridge to 
rear storage 
building. 


Finest commer- 
cial building 


Dewhurst 





Grade 2/3 


2-storey 
Victorian 
shops 
with 
accommo- 
dation 


Tesco 


NatiWest. 
Tesco > 


Grade l 
Structure 


Modern 
2-storey 
block 
with rear 
storage. 


Denture 
Repairs 
Fitzroy 
Joyce s 
Joe Coral 


Grade 3 


2/3 storey 
Victorian 
shops with 
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Morley's 
Grade 2 


2-storey 
Victorian 


buildings. 


No rear 
access, 
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DIY 
Renmodels 


Grade 3 


2/3 storey 
Victorian 
buildings. 


No rear 
access, 
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Scurfield's 
Wholesale 


Grade 2 


Fine 


Victorian 
architec- 
ture, 


No rear 
access. 
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Alpha Houses 


enn ie 2nd_hand_ shop 
Improved vicars 
2-storey In need of 
Victorian some improve- 
shop ment to roofs, 
premises. woodwork etc. 

Little 

settlement 

of walls. 


Whiteheads 


Grade 2 
Originally 
a pair of 
Victorian 





Parking Space 


houses with 


sheds at 
rear. 


Brignell 
Grade 1 


Modern 
builders’ 
yard with 
single storey 
building. 





Working Mens' 
Club 


Grade 1 


Attractive 
Victorian 
2-storey 
building. 


BS. Reameitopaact ee ee 


Seems to mark 
the end of 
the shopping 
centre. 


Useful 


land with potential for 
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redevelopment. 


Building 
schedules for 
demolition in 
Widening of 
East Road 
plans. To be 
replaced 
nearby. 








Coulsons Houses Old English Choppen 
Grade 1 Grade 2 Geng Leman Grades 1/3 
New single Pair of Gxaders Older part 
storey Victorian Fine in bad 
brick houses Victorian condition. 
building. surrounded pub in bad einele 
by condition. 

Unattrac~y builder*s storey 
tive fletton ae Unfortunate- brick and 
brick. Lady ly not res- asbestos 


cueable with- building. 
out a large 
investment. 


Shops 
Grade 3 


2 empty 
Victorian 
shops with 
residential 
accommoda- 
tion above. 








Ancient Houses Reddish 


S] 
Druids TV Repair White Camel L 
Grade 2 Grade 2 Grade 1 : 
Victorian 2-storey Fine : 
pub with Victorian 3-storey V 
rendered buildings. Victorian 
, 4 
ate Ss Rincoeed building. 
ront. : ; 

windows 1n 

need of 

repair. 
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COMMENTS 


The industrial end of Fitzroy Street. 


CAMRA 
Pub. 
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Waffles 
Grade 2 


4-storey 
Victorian 
building. 


A cafe of 
some 
character 
with a 
beauti- 
fully 


restored 
interior. 
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COMMENTS 


Houses 
Potters 
Products 
Camaid 


Grades 2/3 


2/3 storey 
Victorian 
houses & 
shops. 


Restaur- 
ant with 
decorative 
interior 
& front. 


Oporto 


Ceramics 


Grade 1 


Fine 
Victorian 
3-storey 
architec- 
ture. 


Original 
Co-op 

building. 
Should be 


listed by 
BIO 2b. 


Eden 


Baptist 
Chapel 


Grade 1 


Well main- 
tained 
attractive 
Victorian 
building. 


A major 
feature 
of the 
hub of 
the Kite. 


Should be 
conserved. 


Thompsons 


Grade 2 


3-storey 
building. 
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ated 

Pharmacy 
& Display 
Grade 3 


Pharmacy 
has 
elegant 
lst floor 
facade. 


Derelict 
buildings 
at rear 

of display 
window. 
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Motique 
Grade 2 


3-storey 
Victorian 
building 
with 
access 
onto Eden 
Street. 








Spastics 


Vacant 
Barnes 
Euroshop 


Grade 2 


3-storey 
block 
with 
Victorian 
period 
archi- 
tecture 
matching 
Peak's 
opposite. 


Good cor- 
ner with 


Fden Street. 
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Cramphorn 
Halfords 


Woolworth 
Fine Fare 
Freeman 
Hardy 
Willis 
Bengal 
Restaurant 


Grade 1 


Rosse 
Grade 


Moder; 
l-s tore 
kiosk — 

oO 
placec— 
the ar 
with — 
Square 


2-storey 
1950's 
style 
block of 
shops — 
Reston 
House — 7 
storage 

above. 


PS ey « FPR Mod Uo 


on eee Ee See 


Unattrac- 
tive archi- - 


tecture, 
M 
Rear ser- 


vicing. e 


z 
ot. 
Excluded from thé 

eh ae a 
Council's prope 
redeveloprent: 


4 
z's 


scords 
Op 
inerals 
niths 
quire 
Grade 3 
Small 
~storey 
ictorian 
hops & 
arehous- 
ng. 
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tention. 


mas Spencer 


Freestone 
J. Parsons 


Rumble Tum 


Tae Com 
Office 


Grade l 


Attrac— 
tive red 
brick 
1930's 
shop units 
with 
2-storey 
accommoda- 


tion above. 





Midland 
Bank 


Grade 1 


Solid 
1950's 
2-storey 
brick 
building. 


Townsend 


SMEGES ES Gane 
Optician 


Dentist 
Grade 1/2 


Much 
improved 
2-storey 
building 
with 
rendered 
upper 
floor. 


frill 





Blundell 


Grade l 


1950's 
style 
2-storey 
concrete 
& plate 
glass. 


iia 


Peking 
Grade 2 


Turn of 
the 
century 
2-storey 
building. 


Juts 
pleasant- 
ly into 

the street. 











Ingham 
Burleigh 
Discount 
Trustee 
5.5. 


Grade 2 


1960's 
2-storey 
buildings 
of brick, 
glass & 
buf f- 
coloured 
panels. 


Green 
Shield 


Grade l 


Fine 
Edwardian 
3-storey 
building 
of red 
brick with 
arcaded 
front. 


Should be 
conserved. 


British 
Relay 
Mothercare 


ny eee 
Curry s 


Trend 


se ies Tans . 
Visionhire 


Terence 








1960's 
2-storey 
shop units 
with black 
& grey 
facade. 


This section of Burleigh Street would 


be excluded from the Council's pro- 


posed redevelopment. 





The Falcon 
Grade l 


Excellent 
2-storey 
Victorian 
pub build- 
ing of red 
brick with 
arched win- 
dows. 


Should be 
conserved. 
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Stitch in Woods Curtis Thornton Watchcraft Ward Masons Co-op Forrest: 
Merade 4 Time Burgess Oradea 1/2 Mandrake Granada Grade 1/2 Smith ES House 
: eee Grade 2/3 Grade Zige pee eda Grade 1) 
2-storey Games Edwardian Vacant 4 and 5 Grade 2/3 The central 
shop Thornhill 2-storey 3-storey 2-storey Grade 2 storey block is a House 
building. Pisin eect Victorian building. Victorian 1960's 2-storey fine Vic- front us 
cottages : cottages 2-storey building Victorian torian as Co-op 
Rear : Attractive ; " ; cue ; ; 
2-storey with , with Edwardian with houses building in display, 
access, 7, . butcher's 2 ei ; 
Victorian shop jee shop buildings. stone, with shop the Dutch Pub ist 
shops. fronts. Pe fronts. slate & fronts. gable ily 
R Rear ] pleasant 
ear glass style. 
No rear Rear Rear access, 2-storey 
access. front. : 6 
access. access, access, The right- building 
Set back hand 1930's Pocus 
from the block has BON p 
attractl 
street. stone and 
curved 
marble 
facing. corner ¢ 
the strée 
The super- 
market on the 
left is in 
the garish 
"contemporary' 
style. 
SOMME NTS This section of Burleigh Street from Burgess' to the Co-op would be excluded CAMRA 
from the Council's proposed redevelopment Pub. 
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main aspect of the Kite under 
ion is its shops. In this 
we discuss their future 
suggest possible changes. 


SHOPPING CENTRE 


shopping area in Cambridge 
ide the historic core of the 
It attracts shoppers from 

te, the remainder of the city, 
as far afield as Huntingdon, 

on and Newmarket. Asked why 

ne to Fitzroy-Burleigh, 

om a 1972 sunvey 


petitive prices 

‘cialist shops 

seness to home and work 
e of parking 

Inge of goods offered 

its department stores, 


a was highly regarded for 
list shops and services. 


Our survey lists the 82 shops 
trading at present, including: 


@ 11 food shops 

@/ hardware and electrical 
shops 

@ 15 service businesses 

@ 11 clothes shops 

@8 furniture shops 

@2 department stores 

@5 cafes or restaurants 
and many others 


This seems to us as full a range as 
can be found anywhere else in Cam- 
bridge. We firmly believe that it 
should remain so. 


A second aspect of the Kite which 
pleases us is the mixture of local 
businesses and national chain 
stores. We have not hardened our 
hearts against these small units of 
national multiples, and we ae 
accept Bie value of Wealge: eae 


oa 


Tesco and Fine Fare in the area. 
Our own local businesses offer ex- 
cellent and personal service, 
whether it be Curtis the Pork 
Butcher, the Peking Restaurant or 
Barnes the Greengrocer. We deplore 
the prospect of a scheme which 
would drive out both the small 
multiple and the small trader. 


The effects of the proposed 
redevelopment would be to increase 
the shopping space to 640,000 
square feet within one vast build- 
ing. Leaving aside the architec- 
tural and traffic aspects, this 
would have ao Met SFE ee 


Firstly, the range ae shops” in the 
Kite is likely to Boe oe | 
































ke 


necessary to pay the exorbitant 
rentals. These multiples employ 
staff in such large numbers that 
job satisfaction is poor and cus- 
tomer relations non-existent. The 
problems of people out of scale 
within the vastness of the build- 
ings, helpless against the hard- 
selling techniques of the ad. men, 
tend to identify themselves either 
by rudeness or by shoplifting. 


The huge display of open-plan goods 


encourages shoplifters who feel 


less compunction about stealing from 
a large and impersonal organisation. 


Secondly, the Kite would become 
solely a regional centre. This 
means that the market towns of 

_ Huntingdon, St. Neots, Ely, New- 
arket, Royston and St. Ives would 














when each of them is plan- 
o improve its shopping 
locally. Shoppers would 
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Local Plan for the Kite. We 
would recommend that a planning 
shop be opened in the style of the 
St. Matthews Centre, so that people 


living, working and shopping in the 
Kite would be able to give their 


I ion ¢ mrs 
immediate return, 
as social, would th 
without any io: 


EE 


fut Reed attention 
is dealt with eae 


The owners of com 
the Kite would ee 
their premises, on = 
constraints of the bl 
liftedenn. »i2 






As well as fé 
small groups « 
pda eaee base 
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Without a Local Plan policy, the 

amount of shopping in the Kite 

would greatly increase because of 

our favourable position in the 

centre of Cambridge. This would . 5 gi 
not only exploit the Kite but ip 

would also detract from the other rie 
























PRS 

shopping areas in the sub-region. pate, 
: to een A fs 
CONCLUSION icc: Hg 
There is an excellent future for oy | 
, x 


the Kite once the planning blight 
is lifted. However, if the com- fe 
prehensive redevelopment goes 

‘ahead, it will be to the detri- 

ment of the locality and the region. 

If the redevelopment plans are 
delayed and the scheme postponed 
for five or ten years through lack 
of funds, the area would then 
become even further depressed. 


In his report approving the CDA in 
May 1974, the Inspector insisted | 
that the redevelopment would be a 
"continuous process from East to 
West and will be substantially 
complete within a 5 year period”: - 
If the Council cannot achieve this 4 i 
programme it should admit so, and [gNe@ /; 
abandon its ambitious and miscon- , . 
ceived scheme. We know that it = 
impossible for the building con- == 


tractor to meet the Inspector's 
Programme, 
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All parties to the problem agree ee 
that speed is essential, and thatch 
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We describe three categories of 


out the Kite. 


me me ee ee ee re ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


industry and its dispersal through- 


ndustry and Warehousing 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


The Kite was Cambridge's East End. 
The factories and breweries were 
closely linked with the river. 
Barley for malting, peat for 
brickmaking, iron for the foundry 
and timber for the builders — all 
came on river barges. The river 
was of enormous importance for 
trade as exemplified by Stourbridge 
Fair, the largest commercial gath- 
ering in England in the Middle Ages. 


East Road was the main highway 
leading down to the river. As 
Cambridge spread to Barnwell 
village on the river, East Road 
became an important city street | 
complete with trams from the Dover 
Street Terminus, and street sellers 
with hand carts. Now it is a 
noisy, polluted, almost uncrossable 
barrier, part of the inner ring 


road. 


Wellington House on East Road was 


31 


a printing works later to become a 
Sausage factory. In Nelson Street 
there was a carriage works, in 
Gold Street the Sovereign Brewery 
was built and a malthouse was sited 
at the end of Melbourne Place. 
Sturton's jam factory formed part 
of Fitzroy Street, opposite the 
entrance to Nelson Street. 


The importance of the river de- 
clined after the mid 19th century 
as the railway emerged as the most 
efficient mode of transportation. 


We have identified three basic 
types of industrial concern: 


Cottage Industries & Services 
Those we find in the Kite include 
chimney sweeps, one-man builders and 
veterinary surgeons. These people 
can be absorbed into any part of our 
community without much difficulty. 
In fact, they all provide useful or 
essential services, which benefit 
both the city and the neighbour- 
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nood. They enliven our community 
and prevent the sterility of a 
single function area. 


Neighbourhood Industries are 
medium sized concerns, which in our 
definition fit into any part of our 
community as easily as the cottage 
industries. They are welcomed for 
Similar reasons. They also provide 
employment for local people, which 
reduces time spent travelling and 
the subsequent road congestion. 
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Constable's glass works, the small 
and medium sized builders such as 
Rookes and Prices, fit into this 
category. The variety of these 
concerns, which range from those 
mentioned above to graphic busi- 
nesses, furniture restorers, a 
sound studio and felt hat manu- 
facturer, is of value to the city. 


Car and motor cycle repair shops 
fall into this category with regard 
to size, but do not mix. The noise, 
fumes and mess from such concerns 
mean that careful consideration 

has to be given to siting. For 
example we have strongly opposed a 
motor cycle repair shop in Eden 
Street. 


The taxi service and garage in 
Victoria Street is a mixed bles- 
Sing. The taxis provide a service, 
and the garage is useful in allow- 


ing residents to park off the street, 


but the all-night diesel-engined 
taxis roar out on full throttle, 
creating a nuisance. 


Larger Industries have their 
place in the Kite. They offer 
employment and services. Existing, 
mainly residential areas would 
naturally not welcome an incursion 
of any new large industry. How- 
ever, our community has learned to 
live with those established firms, 
and probably none are so noisy or 


SO noxious as to warrant their out~ ie 


right removal. 





Eastern Counties Bus Mainten 
shop, wholesale and storage pre~ 
mises such as Flittons in Severn 
Place, Finbows in Sun Street and 
Coulson's builders yard fall into 
this category. 






































RECOMMENDATIONS 


Cottage industries and services 
are positively welcomed, with fey 
exceptions. 


Neighbourhood industries of the 
right type and in suitable pre- 
mises are also welcomed. 


We recognise the place for larger 
industrial, wholesale and ware-_ 
housing concerns. These have a 
larger impact on the community ani 
the environment. Any new propo- 
sals would need careful conside 


tion and siting. 


Plan must balance ene eet 
industrial concerns with 
their pes Tela whether 


y 





Analysis 4 


Housing 


The strength of our community 

lies in the broad range of people 
who live in the Kite. We describe 
briefly the sort of housing in 
which we live, and outline our 
policy for future housing pro- 
vision. 


FISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Modest terraces of local, gault 
brick are packed tightly together 
under slate roofs, mostly two to 
four storeys high. 


Charles Humphrey was a builder of 
some sensitivity. He designed 
Willow Walk and New Square, 
Cambridge's only square 1n the ; 
Georgian manner. In the square an 
in the neighbouring streets, _ ‘ 
Humphrey designed pediments Be 
were placed at mid-terrace. This 
motif was repeated as date as the 
1880s in Warkworth Street. 





Humphrey drained Midsummer Common 
and planted trees on Parker's 
Piece. He would have been very 
distressec to see New Square 
swamped with cars, and would have 
found the idea of an out of scale 
shopping centre slamming itself 
across the heart of the Kite quite 
incomprehensible, as we do. 


EXISTING HOUSES 


Kite houses range from the large and 
elegant in Maids Causeway to small 
and cosy in Eden Street. In 
between there are hundreds of ser- 
viceable houses of many different 
layouts, which make comfortable 
homes. The random mixing of dif- 
ferently sized housing fosters a 
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socially mixed community. Each 
Kite house has its own small back 
garden and all are within three 
minutes’ walk of a common. 


CONSERVATION AREA & GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT AREA 


After many years of speculation, the 
Council finally threatened the hous~ 
ing of the Clarendon Street area 

in 1964 with its shopping plans. 

The New Square District Residents' 
Association battled with the Council 
and managed to save this area's 

neck at the expense of supporting 
the comprehensive redevelopment in 
Fitzroy-Burleigh Streets. The Resi- 
dents' Association area dramatically 
changed from a twilight area to a 
Conservation Area, under well-timed 
Central Government legislation. The 
Residents' Association changed its 
mind about the desirability of the 
scheme in 1975 when its members 
realised the implication of the 
policy. 


The Prospect Row General Improve- 
ment Area was declared in 1974. 
This was an interesting experiment 
in community action which resulted 
in a heartening improvement of the 
housing and general townscape of. 
the area. For further information — 
see "Public Participation in Prac- 
how int Meee” 









RECOMMENDATIONS 





tice" by Richard Darlington. jeg 






















replace all the housing stock whi 
it has destroyed in the Kite, },. 
bad policy to empty the centre o¢ 
our city of people who are thep 
forced to live in edge-of-town 
estates. Amenities are fewer op 
the periphery, and this policy 
greatly aggravates the consider- 
able traffic problem. 


Not all the vacant or blighted site, 
may be suitable for Council Housing, 
In these cases, we would press for 
development by housing associations, 
preferably for the nearby Cambridge 
shire College of Arts & Technology 
or other acceptable organisation. 


There is a case for private devel- 
opment of those sites too small — 

either for the Council or a housing 
association. 
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We should like any new small scale 
shopping to have flats above. 
Whilst the Jesus example in King 
Street is quite insensitive to that 
street's continuous, sinuous curve, 
it is of suitable scale and mater- 
ials to serve as an example. The 
Panton Street development by the 
Council is universally admired. It 
represents the standard of design, 
scale and materials we want to 
achieve in the Kite. 


A Local Plan must ensure that 
housing built in the dilapidated 
Sereas: in sympatmeric “te-the Brea, 
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Analysis 5 


Traffic and People 





In this chapter we concides the 
problems of commuters', shoppers’ 
a) and residents" cars, ae well as 
the associated traffic from ser- 
gs vice vehicles, buses, bicycles, 
6 ae on foot. 











COMPREHENSIVE SCHEME DRAWBACKS | 


It is important to realise that such 
an enormous shopping centre of 
640,000 cates feet would genet 
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Between East Road and Maids Cause- 
way/Newmarket Road, is a network of 
short-cuts. Thus mainly residential 
streets suffer excessive traffic 
cutting through the area. 


PARKING — RESIDENTS 


There is a strong desire by present 
car owners for some form of resi- 
dents’ parking scheme. The daily, 
free use made of many of our streets 
by the commuter car has exacerbated 
this problem. We would support a 
parking policy which both removed 
the commuter and provided for the 
residents and traders. The design 
of any such scheme must give prior- 
ity to the existing street scene, 
with economy of parking parapher- 
nalia. 


The provision of some lock-up 
garages in Queen Anne Terrace 
multi-storey park is proposed. 
This would provide alternative, 
vandal-proof, off-street parking 
for residents. 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT 


Following our reasoning that traf- 
fic and parking must be reduced, 
we advocate that proper provision 
be made for and encouragement 
given to public transport. 


Drummer Street bus station causes 
unnecessary traffic around the Kite, 
especially in Emmanuel Road and 
Parker Street. We advocate the 
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“removal of the bus station to a 


public transport interchange, 
sited at the railway station. 
We feel that there is no need for 
the Kite to be developed as a 
regional shopping centre. Con- 
sequently it should not be neces- 
sary to build a major terminus in 
the Kite. The Gold Street car park 
could be the terminus of a shuttle 
service to and from the main trans- 
port interchange at the railway 
station. Peripheral car parks 
could also be served, were the 
Council to adopt a Park and Ride 
policy. 


Cycleways should be routed to the 
Kite as part of a network to serve 
the many people who at present 
make 30,000 commuter cycle journeys 
a week in Cambridge. This figure 
would be greatly increased if a 
comprehensive network were evolved, 
and in turn, pollution and pressure 
on the roads would be reduced 

















An imaginative theatre group for 
children and teenagers is based in 
a disused church in Wellington 
Street. Although the church pro- 
vides them with rehearsal space, 
they need other premises for their 
public performances. 


The Festival Theatre in Newmarket 
Road closed in 1938 is now used by 
the Arts Theatre as a scenery work- 
shop and costume store. Thus the 
only theatre available for the 
groups based within the Kite is at 
the Technical College across East 
Road. This (CCAT) theatre is ex- 
tremely well equipped but will not 
be able to serve both student and 
local groups fully until redefined 
from its present ‘teaching space' 
category. 
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he Prospect Row General Improve- 
Area has representatives from 
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n House isan old people's | 
Meese noe which the Local Authority 
propose to run the Napler Street 
Link Road at a current cost of 
£460,000. 

There are no public lavatories in 

the Kite, which considering the 

340,000 square feet of shopping 1S 
an oversight. 


Commercial & Professional 
Amenities 


The Kite is a mixed area which 
boasts doctors, dentists, archi- 
tects, solicitors, veterinary 
surgeons and a chiropodist. Their 
needs are discussed in Chapter 4-2 
and 4°3. 


We are fortunate in the Kite to have 
the excellent services provided by 
the Cambridge Advisory Centre for 
Young People in Clarendon Street 

and the Pregnancy Advisory service 
in Eden Street. 


Shops and special services are 
discussed in Chapter 4-1. The fish 
and chip shops, the greengrocers 
the sewing machine repair shop 


offer amenities whi 
ch the i 
threatens. Aabeygir’ 


Restaurants and cafes in the Kite 
are another real amenity, not - . 
only for Cambridge people, 3 | | 
for visitors and undergrad 
the evenings our pubs, 
ai SS on a 
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Both the King Slocombe 
Dance in Emmanuel Road, 
Mackenzie School of §$; 
Drama in Victoria 
hundreds of pupils 
dance and drama. . 
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‘qhe Churches and Chapels histori- 
cally playec a very important role 
_ in the Kite community, especially 
in the 19th century. Their impor- 
tance has decreased, but large con- 
gregations still arrive at the Eden 
_ Baptist Chapel and Christchurch on 
Newmarket Roac. Two Kite churches 
now have different uses: one houses 
the drama workshop mentioned pre- 
viously, the other a residential 
studio. Several other religious 

_ groups have premises in the Kite 

_ including the Spiritualist Church, 
the Unitarians and the Sufis. 


_ The Working Men's Club is in East 
_ Road in what appears to be a sound 
and well detailed Victorian brick 
building. The Council plans to 
demolish it in order to widen East 
Road. The Club which has about 
1500 members is to be rebuilt at 
_ the top of Fitzroy Street nearby, 
however the fine building will be 


_ destroyed. 


' CALA, the Cambridge Arts and Lei- 
sure Association, 18 based in 

' Warkworth Street 1” the Kite. The 
_ group fosters the arts and crafts 
in Cambridge- 

e Komen's Group meets in 
eet and the Kite Baby- 

is organised from 


 Cambridg 
Eden Str 
sitting Group 
Victoria Street. 


The Neighbourhood Law Centre now 
operates from St. Matthews Centre, 
giving free legal advice and help 
on any problem. 


The Kite Neighbourhood Group 
organises a monthly 'Get together’. 


New Square District Residents’ 
Association represents the resi- 
dents chiefly in the Conservation 
and G.1.A. areas of the Kite. Tt 
is opposed to the comprehensive 
redevelopment, and has co-operated 
in the production of this report. 


The Fitzroy-Burleigh Small Traders' 
Association has also helped to 
produce this report. 


The three main political parties 
centre their Market Ward activities 
in the Kite. Cambridge Liberal 
Party supports gradual renewal in 
the Kite. Market Ward Labour 
Party, the General Management 
Committee of the Labour Party and 
a minority of Labour City Coun- 
cillors oppose the Comprehensive 
Redevelopment. Mr. John Chaplin, 
past Chairman of Market Ward Con- 
servative Association is also 
firmly against the Comprehensive 
Redevelopment, but all the Con- 
servative City Councillors have 


supported it. 
Kite Community Action is open to 


anyone who is interested in our 
community. It has been responsible 


A1 


for informing Councillors, Offi- 
cers, the Minister, and other 
interested parties of the alterna- 
tives to comprehensive redevelop- 
ment. 


Kite Community Action produces and 
distributes a free monthly news- 
sheet; articles are accepted from 
anyone with a point to make or a 
story to tell. We are greatly 
helped with our production costs by 
the local traders who buy our very 
cheap advertising space. Kite 
Community Action has produced a 
BBC2 television film for ‘Open 
Door' called 'The Kite and Cam- 
bridge’, screened on 14th February 
1976. 


Kite Community Action's committee 
devotes a major part of its time to 
the cause of gradual renewal. Its 
members feel that economic and his- 
torical evidence shows comprehensive 
redevelopment to be an anachronism, 
which would be to the detriment of 
the City, and the region, and would 
destroy our community. 


If you wish to join Kite Community 
Action, please apply to Jo Hefford, 
Hon. Secretary, 17 Christchurch 
Street, Cambridge. Family member- 
ship is 35p, single membership 25p, 
OAPs 15p, at the time of going to 
press. an 
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Grafton House is a regency villa 

of some distinction, standing in 
its own grounds. It is the finest 
house in the Kite, and was ‘over- 
looked' during the listing of 
buildings in the area, for reasons 
the reader must guess. It is pro- 
posed to destroy Grafton House to 
provide access for shoppers' cars. 
The D.O.E. has supported this over- 
sight during the listing, by their 
subsequent refusal to rectify the 
matter. 
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Laurie and McConnal's is an 
Edwardian department store of 
considerable style and vigour. 
There are only a few of this design 
left in Europe. It is the best 
piece of commercial architecture in 
the Kite, arguably the best in Cam- 
bridge. It is essential that both 
the facade and the shell are re- 
tained during gradual renewal. 
Sadly, the owners have little 
feeling for it. It took Kite 
Community Action's interest in 
their shop to arrange for a band 


which revived the old custom of 


playing in the bandstand on the 

roof. The managers were pleased 
enough with the subsequent tele- 
vision coverage, and managed to 

Suppress the fact that Kite Com- 
munity Action had thought of and 
arranged the whole episode. 


The Eden Baptist Chapel is a 
pleasant unas suming building, 
which occupies a key site at the | 
hub of the Kite. It makes an im- 


portant contribution to the mix of — 


activities we do not wish to lose 
from our community. it aes oe 
fully provides | a focus” 









mosaic panels, is totally devoid. 





Wheatsheay suwwbol ancl wood 
bells unde ie cones of the old 
Co-op Ouiicng. 


The survey (Chapter 3) gives a 
further indication of our pre~ 
ferences, but no selection can 
satisfy every member of our com- 
munity. The proposed planning 
shop could explore this further. 


All the pubs must be retained for 
social reasons, the Falcon also 
for its architectural contribu- 
tion. 


a high category. This in no way 
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Our brief survey has not placed all 
those buildings which have the ap- 
propriate scale and character, in 


implies that the buildings which 
appear in a lower grade in our 
survey should be scrapped. It 
would be most appropriate to con- 
serve or rescue many of the Vic- 
torian and Edwardian premises, in 
order to enhance the Kite's own 
special visual qualities. 


CONCLUSION 


Lift the blight and the commer- 
cial area of the Kite will lift 
itself, just as it has first in 
the Conservation Area, then in the. 
General Improvement Area. 5 
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The Local Plan has the problem of 
wedding judicious conservation 
with gradual renewal. 
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Kite Community Action's policy Ra | 
would play its part in conserving \httoes 
natural resources, while minimi- 
sing ecological, visual and social *‘ 


damage. 
Samuel Properties' scheme really 


fails to meet Piano and Rogers' 
own criteria on any count. 



















. do not wish to anticipate the 
11 Plan. However, we discuss 
| some possible applications 

f our principles. 


me Local Plan 


is soon as the blight is lifted 

e will be pressure for im- 
ovement and change. It is the 
Architect and Planning 
icer's responsibility to pre- 
pare a Local Plan which recon- 

es these commercial pressures 
h the needs of the whole com- 
unity. This should be put in 
and immediately. Kite Community 
on would expect from the City 
al recognition as being the 

1 body representing the Kite 
pays Kite Community 

on's views, as outlined in 


tically modified in the futur 
uld be incorperabegs in the © 
cal Plan. ayst ta 


report, and as may be demo- — 


Application of Principles 


Shopping 

Shops should remain concentrated 
along Fitzroy and Burleigh 
Streets. A few modest shops in 
side streets and corner shops 
should be encouraged. 


The upper end of Fitzroy Street 
appears from our survey to offer 
possible sites for some new small 
scale shops, within the proposed 
10% growth limit. The shops 
should be combined with housing, 
as in the Jesus College, ns 
Street sao a, et ; 


\ - 


The Marcade site at the top of 
Fitzroy Street, which has been 
damaged by fire, needs considera- 
tion. An outdoor market is a 
possibility. If this were 
accepted, it must not replace fa. 
city centre market, which is haer a 
essential to the vitality of the 


city core. y ae 
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We are in no way total pres 
tionists. We expec sh 
street scene gradu 
just ag a St 
the ; 


Industry 


We have shown how industry is dis- 
persed throughout the Kite, with 

a concentration at the Eastern 
tip, where sites may become avail- 
able in the future for small and 
medium scale concerns. There are 
probably no vacant sites suitable 
for large units. 


Housing 


The Kite is a major housing area 
of the inner city. 


Housing has been lost mainly in 
Gold Street, James Street, Adam 
and Eve Street and in the Salmon 
Lane area. The long term aim 
should be to replace this loss. 


In the short term this would not 
be possible in Gold Street and in 
Adam and Eve Street, which would 
be retained as surface car parks, 
for short stay shoppers. If in 
the long term the Local Authority 
decides on a policy which takes 
the shopper's car out of the Kite, 
then Gold Street and Adam and Eve 
Street could be returned to 
housing. 


A mixed development would be quite 
acceptable in the Salmon Lane area 
to include housing, warehousing, 
some small offices and workshops, 
and even some shops if they would 
be commercially viable. 


7 





A study is required for James 
Street to see if the housing, — 
mainly owned by the City Council 
which wilfully neglected it, can 
be rescued. 


a 


er a 



















































Lasrete a : Ls 
2 j Lf ee 
| come 
ele gala 4 
per ae | Py 
eects Mies gp Bae 
Birth a8 CB a 


_- —<—- 
a 


i 
5 
































a 
oa g 
 ] 
a H 
Ges 







] 
Mg 
§, 
p 


aig 
a 


aw 





a? 







HY 
nf | 


Qa 
og 


Ppastie & People 


We advocate the return of New 
eapeneae public open space 
which is accepted Council policy 


Af 















The local traders general 
port this, provided that 
cars be excluded from the | 
and Gold Street and Adam ar 
Street surface car parks be 
available for short stay shopr 
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We suggest the paving over of a 
Fitzroy and Burleigh Streets with 
which local traders generally 
agree. This need not be tackled 
all at once. A start could be ~ 
made at each end. These pro- 
posals would make shopping safer, 
more attractive, and would in- — 
crease turnover. Service vehicles 
would deliver mostly by existing 
rear access. Essential access to 
the front of shops would be per 
mitted. ra 


We suggest that in the Local Plan 
positive steps to eliminate through 
traffic are taken. These measures 
would be to protect the community 
from either vehicles taking short 
cuts or from the provision of neW 
Local Authority relief or ring 
roads. 


The Local Plan must not provide 

for any multi-storey car park 
the Kite. This is a sound policy 
for the City as a whole. 


The present pattern of streets 
should remain intact. 


Consideration might be gitem iam 
landscaping of the hub of the 
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Be captiet Chapel would be 
an ingredient of any plan 
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that they have the scale | 
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ntity. The Local Plan © 
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11 Mi ticae scheme is 
for the Kite. New 
should be properly land- 
its return to the com- 
ite shout not be pretti- 
“ith flower beds of which 
are plenty on Christ's 
Nor do we advocate that 
“ee waa wae be 








—— 


1? 


Dimi 
; 
Ht 


A 





ga 
— 


i 
} 


ie 


\ 


i 
i 


gre 
a Maen ial bevel 


” ih 
‘ $ 
*- Ais 3 tPAN 


gf 
t 


Parkside Community College 
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Glossary 


Blight 


Comprehensive 
Redevelopment 


Conservation Area 
Council 


Developer 


General Improvement 
Area 


Inner Relief Road 
Inner Ring Road 


Local Plan 


Outline Planning 
Permission 


Public Open Space 


Region 


Unfulfilled planning decision hanging over an area which causes decay 
to the buildings and demoralisation to the community. 


A wholesale and complete development usually by one developer. 
A designated area in a town or village of special character, over 
which the planners exercise special development control. 


Democratically elected body of representatives in a town, who carry 
out the wishes of the electors. 


Commercial organisation whose function is the raising of capital for 
the erection of large-scale buildings, as a business venture to make 
financial profit. 





An area designated by a local authority, with the aim of securing 
improvement by discussion with the populace and by making cash grants. 


Post war concept of relieving one central area by the creation of a new 
road in an adjacent area to syphon off traffic from that first area. 


A road system in a ring around the core of a town, often cutting through 
densely populated areas, with the aim of diverting traffic round the core. 


Detailed area planning proposals for land and building use. 


Consent granted in principle by a local authority to carry out a 
development. 


A park, or recreation area open to the public, 


The area round a large town from which people are drawn, who regard that 
town as their social, economic and cultural centre. 
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